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Dear Diener Community,

As we wrap up another memorable school
year, | am filled with pride for all that we have
accomplished together. The past academic
school year has been nothing short of
extraordinary, filled with moments of growth,
learning, and making memories together as
a community.

Reflecting on our journey, it's evident that
the word of the year for us was undoubtedly
“Dedication.” From our passionate
educators to our hardworking students and
supportive parents, dedication has been
the driving force behind our successes. |
would also like to take this opportunity to
express my deepest gratitude to everyone
in our extended Diener community.

Your unwavering support, dedication,

and passion for our mission has been
instrumental in shaping the success of our
school and the lives of our students.

One significant highlight of this year marks
the end of a chapter as we prepare to embark
on an exciting new journey. With hearts

full of anticipation, we are thrilled to be
moving to our new campus this summer.
This transition represents not only the
culmination of years of hard work but

also a new beginning filled with endless
possibilities. We cannot wait to create lasting
memories in our new home and continue to

provide an exceptional learning environment
for our students.

As we eagerly anticipate the next chapter

in our school’s history, | invite you to mark
your calendars for a special event. Please
save the date for our Unveiling and Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony, which will take place
on September 12th. We would be honored
to have you join us as we officially open our
new “nest” and celebrate this milestone in
our school’s history. Keep an eye out for a
formal invitation, which will be sent later this
summer with more details about the event.

I am filled with optimism and excitement
for the possibilities that lie ahead. Our
commitment to excellence in education and
our mission to provide a holistic learning
experience for every student will continue to
guide us as we navigate the path forward.

Once again, thank you for your unwavering
support and dedication to our entire school
community. Together, we have achieved
great things, and | am confident that the
best is yet to come.

With warm regards,

Kathy Chumas
Head of School



“An important strategy that | learned at Diener is to
remain calm and not overreact to certain situations.
This will help me next year. Now, | am confident.
Now, | can easily make new friends in high school.”

Graduation
@ r I —Gabiriel, attending Katherine Thomas School

Diener 8th Grade Class of ‘24

“When | started at Diener, | found it exceptional

Congrats to Our Incredible Graduates! because the teachers and the students were
respectful, and the classes were energetic and

pleasurable...Diener has taught me essential life

On June 7th, we had the pleasure of celebrating our third Eighth Grade ! ai
skills and organization.”

graduating class in a very special ceremony. Seven remarkable students
graduated, some of whom have been with us at Diener since Kindergarten.
Watching them grow, learn, and thrive over the years has been an
immensely rewarding experience. We are incredibly proud of each of them
and eagerly anticipate the exciting paths they will take in the future.
Here are some highlights from their time at Diener and the advice they “At Diener, | learned that | am very athletic. | also
have for others: learned to use a strategy. | used a divider to avoid
catching other students’ eyes, which helped me
focus and stay on task.”

—Adrian, attending Nora School

“Diener has helped me to become part of a group
and be more social. | am also less anxious and
more confident, which has allowed me to advance
academically and socially. | now have amazing
friends/”

—Jacob, attending Glenwood Academy

“Before | came to Diener, | went to a large school
with only a few friends...Now | am more interactive
with students and can understand what to say and
what not to say in social settings.”

—Lillian, attending Parkmont School

—Charlie, attending GW Community School

“l want to leave the Diener students with advice from
Fred DeVito’s quote: If it doesn’t challenge you, it

doesn’t change you.” “The teachers at Diener are flexible, and if you make a
) mistake, they'’ll let you redo it..Some strategies | learned
—Zachary, attending Parkmont School at Diener include taking a break in the classroom,

walking around the building, and talking to a trusted
adult. | am strong, confident and flexible...”

—Jack, attending Parkmont School
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Project Update

The grand opening of our new building at The Diener School
is coming up soon! We're eagerly anticipating the unveiling
of our transformed campus, custom-built to cater to a
larger cohort of students with diverse learning needs. This
expansion promises enhanced opportunities for academic

growth and personal development.

Take a peek at the progress we are making on
our new “nest”.

Interior:

Ceilings are closed and flooring
installation is almost complete
Electricity is on

Finishing touches have begun

Exterior:

Exterior lift structure is complete
Retention pond is complete and stairs
and ramp are prepped for concrete
Grading and playground installation to
take place in the next few weeks

Help Builled Our Future

As Co-chairs and Honorary Chair of The
Diener School’s campaign, we are thrilled
to announce a significant milestone in
our Building Our Future campaign: we
have raised $4,053,678 to date, marking
81% of our target—a true testament to our
generous community!

We are immensely grateful to our amazing
donors - who include current and alumni
Diener families, all Diener Board members,
individuals from the local community,
foundations, and local businesses - for
helping us create our first “nest”, a home
of our own and sustaining Diener’s future.

Every contribution brings us closer to our
$5 million goal. We extend special thanks to
Senator Zucker, Delegate Korman, and the
District 16 Delegates for securing $440,000
from the Capital Budget. This funding will
enhance ADA accessibility and significantly
improve our new campus, ensuring Diener
provides a welcoming and inclusive
environment for all.

Additionally, we thank Senator Zucker,
Delegate Korman, Delegate Wolek and
many of our key stakeholders for joining

us for an evening of gratitude and
celebration-it is due to their efforts that we
are able to build a brighter future for our
beloved Diener School.

As we celebrate our support and success

THE DIENER SCHOOL

we recognize there is work ahead and we
are still in need of future donations to reach
our goal. This is our ask today.

We're calling on our amazing community
to help us continue Building Our Future.
Our $5 million capital campaign is pivotal
in supporting the vital transition and
expansion of our campus. Building Our
Future is not just about institutional stability;
it allows us to educate and impact many
more students and families AND provide
your children new spaces and opportunities
conducive to learning and thriving! Think of
the possibilities!

Join our campaign and make a difference by
donating today! Together, we can create a
brighter future for all of our Diener families.

Jillian Copeland, Honorary Chair

Neleen Rubin, Co-chair

Tom Craig, Co-chair
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Events

Science Fair Diener Olympics

Students worked diligently over the last
few months using the scientific method to
conduct experiments. Our middle school
classes and Ms. Nicole’s class worked
independently on their projects
at home while our elementary
school classes worked on

class projects at school. After
background research on their
topic, students formulated a
hypothesis, conducted their
experiment and created a
display to showcase their
results. Families joined us

for the Science Fair where
students were able to showcase
their innovative projects and
experiments. We were so

As the school year draws to a close, we embrace the
spirit of unity and cultural exploration through the
Diener Olympics. Each class enthusiastically selected
a country to represent, diving deep into its culture and
traditions. They explored the cuisine, flag, language,
geography, animals and so much more! Each class
decorated t-shirts representing their country to
participate in Olympic activities, including:

« Mile/Half-mile Run

« Ring Toss

+ Soccer Shootout

« Home Run Hit

« Teachers vs. Students Games - Gaga, Soccer,
Dodgeball and Kickball

Each student represented their nations

amazed by all the hard work and are proud proudly and focused on sportsmanship,
of all of our Diener students! teamwork and most importantly, fun.

Students, staff, and families came
together to celebrate the end of another
fantastic year at Diener! Our students
enjoyed many activities on campus while

parents mingled and connected with one
another. We cherish every opportunity

to bring our families together and look
forward to hosting this event on our very
own campus next year!
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The Connection Between
Mevement anc Learning

An integral feature of the “Diener Pyramid of
Learning” is a strong sensory-based approach.
Sensory processing and sensory regulation
are understood and considered foundational
components for optimal learning, socializing,
and overall well-being. One of the unique
aspects of The Diener School is that from the
moment a student arrives, sensory and motor
activities are made available and encouraged
to help students get ready for the day.

These activities include heavy work, whole body
movement, balance, use of both sides of the
body, and visual motor games. Elementary school
students engage in structured sensory and motor
tasks, which are station-based. Middle school
students can participate in sensory and motor
activities with somewhat less structure. This may
take place through small groups or even a large
group of students simultaneously.

We understand the importance of stimulating the
mind and body through purposeful movement and
regularly monitor student outcomes.

Thank
You
To Our
Sponsors

Dave and DeeAnn Burman
Doug and Ashley Kollme
Eric Volkman and Kendall Burman
Jonathan and Jennifer Weinberg
Gene and Lauren Sachs
Tom and Taylor Craig

We're thrilled to share the
remarkable success of the
Diener School's Annual
Auction, Ready, Set, Play!
This year’s event brought
our community together
in an unforgettable way,
highlighting the power of
unity and support for our
students and school.

Thanks to the generosity of
our sponsors and donors, the
enthusiastic participation

of over 315 online auction
participants, and the lively
presence of 146 attendees,
the auction exceeded

our expectations in both
fundraising and community
engagement. Together, we
raised over $150,000.

We extend our deepest gratitude to our Diener parents
and families, past, present, and future, for their partnership
and unwavering support.

The auction was more than just a fundraiser; it was a
celebration of connection, camaraderie, and the shared
commitment to our school's mission. We're immensely
proud of what we've achieved together and look forward to
continuing this journey of success and community building
in the future.
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Donors

$100,000+

A.James & Alice B. Clark
Foundation

Anonymous

Carlynn & Larry Silverman
Foundation - Harwood &
Dickstein Families

Craig B. Laub

David & Mikel Blair
DeeAnn and Dave Burman
Gary & Pennie Abramson
Charitable Foundation
John & Dade McMahon
Jonathan & Shawn Capon
Kathy & Jody Dreyfuss
Scott & Jillian Copeland

$1 - $24,999

Adam Cohn

Adam & Rachel Siegel
Aidan Cohen

Alex & Amy Herndon
Alex Amdur & Gabriela
Rosenberg

Alice M. Gravely Charitable
Fund

Alicia Mongtomery
Allegra Rockville
Alliance Pediatrics
Amanda & William Lockhart
Amanda Garzon
Andrew & Jen Clayton
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Arjun & Gini Mahajan
Arlene Orlove

Ashley & Doug Kollme
Associated Insurance
Management LLC

$50,000 - $99,000

Anonymous

Dr. Jennifer London
Eric Volkman & Kendall
Burman

Joe & Amanda Kasper
Katy Vilardo

Leslie Padilla & Michael
McNair

Michael & Deb Warsaw
Pinnacle Financial Partners
The Padilla Family

The Rubin Family

Tom & Taylor Craig

Aubrey Bursch

Bambinos Family Day Care
Barbara Friedman

Barry & Rona Siegel

Ben & Elizabeth Zitelli

Ben O'Neil & Jordan Brainard
Betty Eichberg

Bob & Laura Neuman

Brian Ferdinand & Etta
Kavanaugh

Britt & Will Williams

Bunny Dwin

Caitlin & Nicholas James
Carole Kolker

Charlie, Jocelyn, Joe Adamoli &
Gerald File

Christina & Patrick Cary
Christopher & Marissa Walter
Clark Construction

Coughlin Transportation
Curtis & Hannah Henn
Daniel & Rebecca Pines

$25,000 - $49,999

Ann & Bobby Copeland
Anonymous

Arlene Friedlander & Family
Beth Freedman & Lee Berner
James & Diana Shevlin

Joe & Sally Beemsterboer
Kim & Arnie Hiller

Lynn & Skip Anderson

Dara and Howie Aaronson
David Rosenberg

David & Jennifer Mutryn
Deanie & Terry Kepler
Debbie & Alan Frankfurt
Dick Jung

Dominique Simard &
Rodney Schmidt

Dr. Gary London

Ed & Ellen Nemeroff

Ed & Kathy Quinn

Eddie & Janet Aaronson
Elaine Ragone

Ellen Gercke

Elliott & Marcia Hanin
Eric & Sarah Ten Siethoff
Erica & John Hurvitz

Erik & Stephanie Weinberg
Esther Finkelstein

Evan Halper & Erin Carroll
EY

$1 = $24,999 continued

F. Brian and Lisa A. Dodson Family
Foundation

Francine Levinson

Francoise Carrier

Franny McHale

Friedlander Misler PLLC
Froma Sandler

Galena Yorktown Foundation
Gary Stein

Glenn and Danielle Benson
Gorove Slade Associates
Greg & Jenni Cook

Gregorio’'s

Harold & Bonnie Himmelman
Jaclyn & Joshua Bailey

Jae Burnett

James & Elizabeth Dodson
Jason & Rebecca Dzubow
Jeffrey Cohen

Jennifer and Jonathan Weinberg
Jessica Torres & Alex Radice
Jimmy & Kathy Chumas

IM Zell

JoAnne Carter & Michael Maleski
John Phan

John & Doris Sickler

John & Katherine Coleman
James & Kay Pitts

Jane Weiman

Jaspal & Sharon Ahluwalia
Jennifer & Matt Berzok
Jennifer Dryer & Kurt Reisenberg
Jennifer and Steve Cassell
Jessica Lynch

Jodi Macklin

Josh & Stacy Rubinstein
Karen Monsein

Kathryn & Korey Barry

Katie & Eric Smith

Katie & Nelson Brewer
Kristine Manlove-Casa & Lu Casa
Lamees Ashker & Michael Isaacson
Lana Halpern

Lauren and Gene Sachs
Laurie & Mitchell Aaronson
Laurie Cohen

Law Office of Alex Radice

Lee Altobello

Leonard & Beth Sloan

Leslie J. Wise

Lindsay Menard & Scott Weiss
Lisa & Greg Galipeau

Lisa & John Cohen

Lissa & William August

Lois & Michael McCabe

Lord Aeck Sargent

Louise Piver

Lynn & Jim Klein

Margaret Magill

Marlin & David Feldman
Martha Lynch

Mary Agee

Mary Lou Bulman

May Construction

Michael Bailey

Mickey Lemer

Molly Freeland & Ryan Richie
Monica Levinson

Morgan Stanley

Mr. & Mrs. Joel R. Poretsky

Mr. Wash Carwash

Myrna Schiattereggia

Myrna Schwadron

NFP

Nicole Tanjutco & Michael Ramsaran
Paprika Creative

Patricia King Jackson

Paul Sippola & Kathleen
Sheridan

Rahul Giri & Rubina Verma
Rich & Wendy Bloom

Rob Hendin & Lauren Aronson
Rob Reed and Kate Bissell
Robert Kaufman

Roslyn Weinstein

Salesforce

Scott Springmann

Scott & Janine Kaufman
Stephanie & Steven Christacos
Steve and Sarah Fertig Trauben
Suki & Russ Munsell

Terri Sanker

The Anthony Family

The Bernstein Family
Foundation

The Clark-Moreno Family

The Ennis Family

The Lambo Family

The Phase Foundation

The Reed Foundation

The Rona & Jeffrey Abramson
Foundation

The Scheinkman Family
The Sandra & Stanley Bobb
Foundation, Jodi & Rodd
Macklin, Tammy Mendelson &
Beth & Daryle Bobb

The Yarvin Family

Tom and Rachel Sullivan
Victor Steiger

Weyrich, Cronin and Sorra
Wendy & Eddie Gross
William & Emily Simone
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